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	Title
	Describe horticulture product storage life and post-harvest treatments

	Level
	3
	Credits
	5


	Purpose
	People credited with this unit standard are able to: describe the relationship between post-harvest physiology of plant tissue, and crop storage and shelf life characteristics; post-harvest treatments used in horticulture production; and storage methods for horticulture products.


	Classification
	Horticulture > Production Horticulture


	Available grade
	Achieved


Guidance Information
1
Legislation relevant to this unit standard includes but is not limited to:

· Health and Safety at Work Act 2015;

and any subsequent amendments.

2
Definition


Workplace procedures refer to policies and procedures on safety, operation, and production set down by the employer or host organisation for the use of post-harvest treatments.

3
Examples of treatments include – temperature treatments, atmospheres, physical applications, coatings, produce protectants.

Outcomes and performance criteria
Outcome 1

Describe the relationship between post-harvest physiology of plant tissue, and crop storage and shelf life characteristics.
Performance criteria
1.1
Describe plant tissues and cell metabolism after harvest in terms of the physiological changes that occur.


Range 
evidence of five physiological changes is required.
1.2
Describe post-harvest changes to plant tissue and cell metabolism in terms of its implications for crop storage and shelf life.

Outcome 2
Describe post-harvest treatments used in horticulture production.

Range
evidence of two post-harvest treatments is required.

Performance criteria
2.1
Describe the safe and effective use of post-harvest treatments in terms of the procedures and/or techniques used.
2.2
Describe post-harvest treatments in terms of their timing for use.

2.3
Describe the physiological responses of the crop to post-harvest treatments in terms of the implications for storage and shelf life.

Outcome 3
Describe storage methods for horticulture products.

Performance criteria
3.1
Describe storage methods in terms of their use for extending the life of a harvested product.

Range
evidence of two storage methods is required.
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